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InTroduCTIon

Change is a definite and it was definitely time for some changes at 
“The Monty”-welcome to our brand new newsletter and website. 
Many months in the making we are hoping all the bugs are ironed 
out but please be patient if any issues arise, and we are sure they 
will. While “The Monty” will remain as it always has, the foremost 
outlet for the latest news and trends in the Heat Treating industry 
we are making the format a little more up to date, clearer and with 
a few more features. you can look forward to a calendar of up-
coming heat treating events, a search function on the website, a 
regular rotation of our heat treating photos on the home page and 
a number of new options for advertisers. all our designed to make 
sure we remain the heat treating website that everybody in the 
industry refers to. We wish everybody out there a great 2017. Best 
regards Gord, Dale and jordan Montgomery.

Best regards,
Gord
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SOLO Swiss - Atmosphere Furnaces
SOLO Swiss offers two types of furnaces:
1. Profitherm type batch furnaces. This unique, multifunctional 
arrangement of bell-type furnace and multiple quench tanks, 
allows a direct & rapid transfer of the load from the furnace(s) 
to the quench tank(s). The modular design enables easy 
expansions and allows all types of atmospheres and quench 
medias.

2. Continuous furnaces. Featuring protective or treatment 
atmospheres with gas cooling or quenching in liquids.

All SOLO Swiss furnaces are equipped with alloy muffles to 
provide precision heat treatment and feature quick quenching.

SOLO Swiss furnaces are well suited for the treatment of the 
small complex metallic parts requiring an enhanced heat 
treatment and reduced distortion. In all these fields, SOLO 
Swiss customers have been amongst the most famous names 
in these industries for more than 70 years.

SOLO Swiss is focused on customer service and can provide 
a worldwide service for repairs and maintenance.

Innovative. Reliable. Precise.

Tel.   +41 32 465 96 00 mail@solo.swissSOLO Swiss SA 
Grandes-Vies 25, 2900 Porrentruy, Switzerland   +41 32 465 96 05  Fax solo.swisswww.

Automatic Heat Treatment Line

Continuous furnaces with online quenching

Continuous furnaces

Batch furnaces

Nitriding furnaces
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Borel Swiss - Standard Furnaces & Ovens

Founded in 1927, Borel Swiss is the leading manufacturer of 
electric furnaces, kilns and ovens for the metal, heat processing, 
heat treating, metal melting, ceramics, glass, porcelain, pottery.

Borel Swiss proposes a whole range of standard furnaces, accesso-
ries & spare parts. If you need a furnace specially tailor-made to 
your needs, Borel will be pleased to help you.

Standard Furnaces & Ovens
Switzerland

Tel.   +41 32 756 64 00 mail@borel.swissBorel Swiss
Grandes-Vies 25, 2900 Porrentruy, Switzerland   +41 32 756 64 48  Fax borel.swisswww.

Chamber furnaces 1100°C
Atmosphere retort 
furnaces 650°C

Small retort furnaces with 
atmosphere 1050°C

Industrial ovens 550°C

Tube furnaces 1200°C

Industrial ovens 250°C

Lab furnaces 1100°C

Salt bath furnaces 1050°C

Laboratory line ovens 300°C

Car-hearth furnaces 1200°C
Industrial ovens 600°C

Automatic carburising 
furnaces 1050°C, oil quenching
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happy new year! 
as always it is hard to believe that 
we are almost finished another year 
but this marks the final update of the 
year for “The Monty”. If things go 
as planned we will have some very 
interesting updates and changes for 
the start of 2017, if things don’t go as 
planned those updates and changes 
will not occur until sometime after 
january 2nd. Best regards, Gord, Dale 
and jordan Montgomery. 
december 30, 2016

Texas heat Treating/TBM 
heat Treating. 
Family owned Texas Heat Treating with 
two locations in Texas, round rock 
and Fort Worth ranks as one of the 
oldest and largest commercials in the 
great state of Texas. The company will 
soon have a third location in Bertram, 
Texas after acquiring TBM Heat Treat-
ing. TBM was owned by Tim McCain 
but unfortunately the company ran into 
some difficulties earlier this year due to 
the slowdown in the oil and gas indus-
tries. The first photo below shows part 
of the Texas Heat Treating location in 
Fort Worth while the second shows the 
round rock plant. 
december 29, 2016.

used equipment available.
new or relatively new additions to our 
list of used equipment include these 
items below. remember if you don’t 
see what you are looking for please let 
us know and we will do our best to find 
it for you. Feel free to contact us at; 
jordan@themonty.com. 
december 29, 2016.

a few examples include:
• Composite Curing Oven / Heat 

Treat Oven
• Ipsen Vacuum Temper Furnace
• aichelin Cast Link Furnace Line
• Klockner Plasma nitrider
• Lindberg High Temperature Oven 

dorssers Inc.,seCo/warwICK. 
To enhance this news item about cap-
tive heat treater Dorssers purchasing 
two pit temper furnaces we will add 
that the company now has 4 vacuum 
furnaces in house, making the com-

pany a very respectable in house heat 
treater. If you scroll down below the 
top paragraph you will see how we 
announced way back in 2003 about 
the company buying two new vacuum 
furnaces from from seCO/WarWICK.
december 28, 2016.

“dorssers, Inc.  has purchased 
two seCo/warwICK’s pit style air 
temper furnaces for their manufac-
turing facility in Blenheim, ontario, 
Canada.  
Dorssers Inc. manufactures dies with 
a wide range of specifications depend-
ing on production requirements, quality 
needs and the type of ingredient to be 
pelletized.  The pellet dies are large 
diameter, hardened steel dies with 
a multitude of holes gun-drilled for 
compressing various feed stocks.  The 
environment is harsh, so exact heat 
treating is a must.  The two electric 
furnaces will be used to temper these 
dies used in agriculture, waste and 
pulp industries.

“We have worked with seCO/War-
WICK for years and we know they un-
derstand our need for rugged furnaces, 
along with our need for uniformity and 
precision controls for our expensive 
dies,” remarked, Dorssers President,  
Peter Timmermans, ʺWe have owned 
and operated seCO/WarWICK 
vacuum furnace equipment for many 
years, and find the control systems 
to be one of the best on the market.”  
jonathan Markley, seCO/WarWICK 
Corp. Managing Director added, ʺWe 
value our long term relationship with 
Dorssers  as a technology innovator, 
particularly in the area of pellet dies.”  
Learn more about Dorssers at►

heaT TreaT news

news

http://themonty.com/Moly.htm
http://www.infomine.com/investment/metal-prices/nickel/


TheMonty.com | January 2017 7

www.dorssers.com The seCO/War-
WICK Pit Furnace feature a rugged, 
heavy duty industrial design for uniform 
convective heating.  The furnaces, 
sold in two sizes, are offered as both 
electrically heated or gas fired with 
PLC control system and friendly HMI.  
Click on this link to learn more about 
pit furnaces and their various 
applications”.

“Dorssers, Inc., has expanded their 
heat treat operation with the installa-
tion of two seCO/WarWICK elevator 
Hearth Vacuum Furnaces with Con-
vection Heating, rotating hearth, and 
2 Bar gas cooling system for harden-
ing pellet mill dies in their Blenheim, 
Ontario manufacturing facility. The 
furnace hot zones are 60” (1500 mm) 
diameter x 60” (1500 mm) high, with 
a 4,200 pound (2000 kg) hearth rating 
at 24000F(13200C). The furnaces are 
equipped with curved graphite heat-
ing elements, and heat by seCO/
WarWICKs proprietary convection 
system. They will incorporate a rotat-
ing hearth that will activate during the 
2 Bar cooling cycle to improve cooling 
uniformity. The furnace control system 
utilizes an Industrial Computer/PLC 
control system for accurate control of 
heating, cooling and remote monitoring 
of furnace performance. Dorssers, Inc. 
is a private corporation specializing 
in the production of pellet mill die and 
roll parts for the feed, waste and pulp 
industry. all of Dorssers heat treatment 
operations are conducted “in-house”, 
assuring consistent and tight quality 
standards.” 

2003 news ITeM
sarvion, ssI/Turkey. “super sys-
tems Inc, super systems europe and 
sarvion provided a seminar covering 
CQI-9, naDCaP and aMs2750e on 20 
December 2016 at the Pendik shahil 
Green Park Hotel near Istanbul, Tur-
key. The seminar was well attended. 
We wish to thank all that attended for 
taking the time out of their schedules 
for joining this informative session. Due 
to the success of this seminar and the 
feedback received, we expect that a 
follow-up will take place in the 2nd half 
of 2017”. 
december 27, 2016.

hK2016/deMsa IsIl IsleM/san-
yung. 
“Heat treat conferences provide a 
great opportunity to network. They 
also provide an opportunity for ven-
dors to promote their solutions to a 
wide audience in a short period of 
time. The value of these exhibitions is 

evident here for all the parties involved. 
at HK 2016 in Cologne Germany, 
DeMsa stopped into the ssI booth for 
a conversation about their new san-
yunG continuous furnaces that would 
be installed and commissioned in late 
2016 and mid-2017 at their new facility 
outside Istanbul. Oguzhan Demirci, 
DeMsa and james Cross, ssI eu-
rope agreed to on a Multi-Zone Gas 
analyzer system for these furnaces 
at the conference under the watchful 
eye of their Turkish partners sarvion 
and sistem Makina. During this past 
week, the MZa was commissioned by 
Cihan Balaban, sarvion, james Cross, 
ssI europe and Damian Bratcher, ssI 
usa with the help of Oguzhan Demirci, 
DeMsa in fairly arctic conditions. 
The commissioning team from san-
yung provided great support. From an 
agreement at an exhibition in Germany 
in October to an installation in Turkey 
in December, the value of exhibitions, 
while not always appreciated, is not to 
be overlooked”. december 27, 2016.

 http://www.nitrex.com/nitriding-equipment/p-series-nitriding-nitrocarburizing-systems
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special Thanks to all the Men & women in 
our Industry; 
“from Damian Bratcher – super systems. 
The heat treatment industry is a small inter-
national group. In a way, we are a family. On 
a recent trip to Turkey, james Cross (ssI 
europe) and I (ssI usa) had the honor to 
visit with the family of Cihan Balaban of sar-
VIOn – his wife Zeynep Balaban and their 
daughter Oyku. It may seem an odd thing 
to post but, it illustrates the sacrifice made 
every day by the people in our industry. What 
sacrifice? James, Cihan and I had spent the 
day visiting customers and installing a system 
at a customer site until late in the evening. 
as we were heading to the airport for our 
early morning flights back to our families for 
the Holidays, Cihan asked that we go out of 
our way to meet with his wife, Zeynep – as it 
was her birthday. We and, more importantly, 

Cihan, were able to spend an hour with 
Zeynep and Oyku. It may have been the best 
hour of our week as it was a clear reminder of 
what is important in our lives – our partners, 
our friends and their families. Thank you to all 
the men and women in our industry and their 
families. We wish you a Happy Holidays and 
a prosperous 2017. Damian Bratcher, Direc-
tor International Operations, super systems 
Inc”. december 27, 2016.

Merry Christmas! 
so what else can we say except Merry Christ-
mas to everybody and we wish all a great 
time of the year. 
december 23, 2016.

luMel aluCasT/remix. 
Furnace manufacturer reMIX of Poland tells us 
about this order they received from LUMEL ►

http://group-upc.com/
http://afc-holcroft.com/en/
http://https://www.secowarwick.com/
http://www.supersystems.com/software/superdata/
http://www.ipsenusa.com/news-and-events/events/training?utm_source=TheMonty20170101&utm_campaign=IpsenU&utm_medium=Online-Banner&utm_content=training
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aLuCasT of Poland, a supplier of
aluminum castings.  “reMIX s.a. 
recently supplied an aluminum aging 
furnace to LuMeL aLuCasT, a leading 
european manufacturer of aluminum 
castings, located in Poland. The 
cooperation with LuMeL started many 
years ago when reMIX delivered 
aluminum melting crucible furnaces to 
this customer. The components heat 
treated in the reMIX furnace will be 
supplied to the automotive industry. This 
chamber furnace design guarantees the 
quality and complies with the technical 
parameters according to the standard 
CQI-09 – Customer Specific Require-
ments aIaG, for IsO/Ts 16949:2009.

about reMIX s.a. 
Founded in 1990, reMIX is a Polish 
Company with 26 years’ experience in 
heat treatment equipment manufac-
turing. The production scope covers 
manufacturing of high quality heat 
treatment: furnaces and technological 
lines for thermal and thermo-chemical 
heat treatment, units designed for joint 
operation with external loaders, quench 
baths, washers, casting and non-ferrous 
metals heat treatment furnaces as well 
as repairs, modernizations and spare 
parts delivery. In October 2012, remix 
became the exclusive partner of aFC-
HOLCrOFT in the european market. In 
2016 we became an exclusive repre-
sentative of German nOXMaT – manu-
facturer of high capacity energy saving 

industrial gas burners, for the russian, 
Belarus, ukrainian and domestic market. 
More information here: http://remixsa.pl/
eng” december 23, 2016.

Business opportunities. “The Monty” 
has many top notch positions available 
in the heat treating industry which 
indicates both the shortage of good 
people available and also the fact that 
we get results for our advertisers. a small 
sampling of recent offerings are listed 
below. december 23, 2016.
 
Do you want results when it comes 
to filling a position within the heat 
treating industry? “The Monty” is the 
most economical, fastest way to fill that 
position. Looking for a job? Send us 
your ad and we will put it on the site free 
of charge for as long as you would like. 
When it comes to filling positions within 
the heat treating industry “The Monty” 
can’t be beat. With a readership of over 
20,000 heat treaters/month we will help 
you fill your position or help you find a 
job. just contact jordan@themonty.com.
• Production Manager Wanted 
• sales engineers 

• Combustion/Control Technician 
Wanted

• sales engineers Wanted
• Maintenance Technician 

The Case for Case Carburized 
Bearings in wind Turbines. 
We ran across a very interesting article 
which compares two bearings used in 
the wind energy industry, one produced 
by supplier a and the second by supplier 
B. According to the article at first glance 
they are pretty much identical, however 
one has seen far fewer failures than the 
other. Why? You guessed it the heat 
treating process. The entire article can 
be found at http://www.windpowerengi-
neering.com/dw-sync/case-case-carbu-
rized-bearings-wind-turbines/ Below you 
will find a very brief portion of the article. 
december 22, 2016. 

“real world examples of an analyses 
of two bearings in wind turbine 
gearboxes provide insight as to why 
some bearings last longer than others. 
For the case studies here, a wind 
turbine OeM built about 500 multi-
megawatt units of a particular model.► 

 http://www.nitrex.com/nitriding-equipment/p-series-nitriding-nitrocarburizing-systems
http://group-upc.com/heat-treating-controls-instrumentation/measuring-devices-analyzers/mgs-multi-gas-sensor
http://www.mclaughlinsvc.com/
http://www.kanthal.com/
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about six years ago, some of 500 
turbines were less than a year old and 
some a bit older. The oldest, the fleet 
leader, was six years at the time of the 
study. The model’s gearbox used inter-
mediate bearings from two suppliers.  
We’ll call them supplier a and supplier 
B. They also used main bearings from 
two suppliers, call them supplier C 
and supplier D. The main bearing was 
integrated into the gearbox. Of the 
main bearings, half came from supplier 
C and half from supplier D. Fortunately 
for the study, the end result involved a 
large population of over 500 turbines. 
Half of the intermediate bearings came 
from one supplier. It might surprise 
some that the reliability of the bearings 
turned out to be very different. There 
were high rates of failures in some of 
the intermediate bearings and some of 
the main bearings. Those failure rates 
kicked off a root cause analysis – an 
rCa.”

world’s largest Vacuum Furnace. 
We continue to look back on interesting 
news items from 2016 and this is one 
of our favorites. 
december 22, 2016.

“World’s Largest Vacuum Furnace? We 
had the privilege Thursday, september 
15th of seeing what is certainly the 
world’s largest commercially available 
vacuum furnace and possibly the 
largest vacuum furnace in the world. 
The “Beast” as it has been described 
has an effective working length of 
48’ (yes feet or for our european 
readers roughly 16 meters) with a 
work capacity of 150,000 pounds and 
a maximum operating temperature of 
2500F. The furnace was built by solar 
Manufacturing of souderton, Pa and 
is installed and in operation at the 
solar atmospheres of Western, Pa 
location in Hermitage, Pa. a number 

of years back we marveled at their 
creation of a double ended 24’ vacuum 
furnace, we marveled again at a unit 
twice the size. Please look closely at 
these photos as you will see in the 
one picture (with jordan Montgomery 
in front) a load of titanium plate and 
sheet ready to be loaded-the value of 
this product we can’t begin to guess 
at but it most be in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars if not the millions. 
The cost of this installation? $8 million 
usD for just the furnace and when you 
throw in the addition to the building 
and support costs you are looking at 
well over $10 million USD for what you 
are witnessing. We love all of these 
pictures but our favorite is the picture 
of Bill jones CeO of the solar Group of 
Companies standing in the furnace as 

this more than any other photo we took 
yesterday gives you a true indication of 
the size of the system. september 16, 
2016. Bill”

r&w härtetechnik/austria. 
Commercial heat treater r & WHär-
tetechnik in Austria has just finished 
an installation of a brand new seCO/

WarWICK furnace. These are the 
details; “CaseMaster evolution is a 
hybrid solution, characterized by high 
precision of repeatable results. This 
unique two-chamber vacuum furnace 
is designed to run thermal processes 
and low pressure carburizing with the 
capacity to quench in either gas or oil.  
This new installation will be the largest 
system of this kind in operation in 
europe, with a load capacity of 1500 kg 
(3300 pounds).

“We have traditionally used atmosphere 
equipment. However, in order to perfect 
heat processes by obtaining greater 
repeatability of results as well as 
reducing the consumption of techno-
logical media, we decided to choose 
the seCO/WarWICK solution, which 
ensures the flexibility to quench in 
either gas or oil in a single device. 
With this new and unique system 
design of the CaseMaster evolution, 
enabling maximum uniformity and 
cooling rate, r&W Härtetechnik will 
increase its production capacity, which 
in turn will contribute to strengthening 
the company’s market position and its 
competitiveness” says Bernhard Waltl, 
Managing Director of r&W Härtetech-
nik. Learn more about the CaseMaster 
evolution – an advanced technology 
that uses high temperature and low 
pressure carburizing to replace con-
ventional sealed quench furnaces by 
achieving shorter cycle times and higher 
production rates.”  december 21, 2016.

http://www.ionheat.com/
http://http://www.codere.ch/en
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aMg acquires ald-holcroft. as the 
year winds down we are looking at some 
of the more interesting news items from 
2016 and we would include this one from 
February of this year.
december 21, 2016.

“aMG advanced Metallurgical Group is 
pleased to announce that aLD Vacuum 
Technologies of Hanau, Germany, has 
acquired the remaining 50% share of 
their joint venture company, aLD-Hol-
croft Co. Inc. of Wixom, MI, usa from 
aFC-Holcroft LLC of Wixom, MI, usa. 
aLDHolcroft, formed in 2005, acts as 
the exclusive sales agent for aLD’s heat 
treatment product lines in the naFTa 
region. The acquisition will enable aMG 
to streamline its heat treatment and 
metallurgy furnace marketing operations 
in north america, Canada and Mexico. 
about aMG. With approximately 3,000 
employees, aMG operates globally 
with production facilities in Germany, 
the united Kingdom, France, Czech 
republic, united states, China, Mexico, 
Brazil and sri Lanka, and has sales and 
customer service offices in Russia and 
japan.  February 3, 2016”.

we lost some good people. 
The end of each year gives each of 
us time to reflect on the good and the 
bad from the past 12 months. While 
we always dwell far more on the good 
things than the bad we at “The Monty” 
do feel it is important to remember those 
who were involved in our industry and 
very unfortunately are no longer with us. 
These are a few;

robert s williams founder of Williams 
Industrial service Inc., who passed away 
May 11, 2016.

steve graham spent most his life in the 
industry, a large part with american axle 
& Manufacturing.

Bob McCulley was a larger than life 
fellow who worked for many years at the 
Chrysler facility in Kokomo, Indiana.
Conrad Knerr, the former owner of 
commercial heat treater Metlab in the 
Philadelphia, Pa area. 

gordon dean ramer. Dean was involved 
in forming commercial heat treating 
companies such as advance Thermal Tech-
nologies and Dependable Metal Treating.

robert “Bob” Balow. Bob was a long 
time resident of racine, Wisconsin and 
founder of four companies including 
accu-Temp Heat Treating  Inc.

Carl-gustaf hjorth who everybody 
in the global Hot Isostatic Pressing 
community knew passed away on May 
3, 2016, aged 69. 

doug rutter who was involved with the 
heat treating department at Gleason 
Industries in rochester ny for as long 
as we can remember passed away 
saturday september 24 after a long 
battle with cancer. december 20, 2016.

service Center Metals/phoenixTM. 
“PhoenixTM LLC has recently finished 
commissioning an evaporative 
‘rotating’ hot box system at service 
Center Metals, Prince George, Va. 
sCM cast aluminum logs for their 
extrusion plant and after casting, the 
logs are heat treated (homogenized) in 
a  walking beam furnace which makes 
this a fully continuous production 
process. The PhoenixTM system is 
attached to the log continually ►

http://www.salazarindustrialtraining.com/Combustion-Saftey-Workshop/index.html
http://www.salazarindustrialtraining.com/
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measuring product temperatures at
various depths and distances along the 
product and is the only realistic way to 
monitor product temperatures through a 
walking beam furnace. The data are stored 
on the thermally protected data logger, and at 
the same time transmitted out of the furnace 
via rF so analysis is possible in real time. 
sCM will be using data from these trials for 
mathematical modelling and process confir-
mation. To keep the logger at a safe working 
temperature within the hot box, evaporative 
technology was selected over regular heat 
sink design, given the long processing time, 

the restriction 
of keeping the 
system within the 
product footprint, 
and the fact that 
the system rotates 
with the log.

The photo 
above shows the 
PhoenixTM Ts57 
‘Hot Box’ system 
attached to 14” 
aluminum log 

after exit from furnace (inset shows system 
set up & waiting to enter furnace). For more 
information visit: www.servicecentermetals.
com/ www.phoenixtm.com Further technical 
information on the PhoenixTM hot box 
system is available at: http://www.phoenixtm.
com/assets/uploads/ industry-application/
Monitoring-aluminumlog-temperatures-during-
homogenizing-in-awalking-beam-furnace.” 
december 20, 2016.

Monday Morning Briefing. 
In people news we see that David Landless, 
Group Finance Director for commercial heat 
treater Bodycote will be retiring january 
1/2017. “Bodycote plc (“Bodycote” or 
“the Group”) announced on 25 February 
2016 that David Landless, Group Finance 
Director, would retire from the Board but had 
agreed to remain with the Group to ensure 

a smooth handover to his successor. With 
the appointment of Dominique yates on 1 
november 2016 as Group Finance Director 
designate the handover is now in progress 
and David Landless will retire as a director 
on 1 january 2017”. jim Brocklehurst of 
oven builder Thermcraft has just retired. “Mr. 
James “Jim” Brocklehurst has officially retired 
from Thermcraft, Inc. after nearly 25 years 
as a sales engineer, territory sales manger 
and general council for all things thermal 
processing.  We will all greatly miss the 
wealth of knowledge that jim has contributed 
to us throughout the years.  But what we will 
miss most is the friendship, comradery and 
indescribable sense of humor that jim shared 
with his co-workers, friends, customers and 
sometimes the stranger standing closest to 
him.  His fatherly advise, seemingly infinite 
wisdom and never-ending list of one-liners 
will echo through the halls of Thermcraft 
for years to come.  jim and his lovely wife 
Doris are looking forward to spending more 
time with family, friends and each other.  Mr. 
Brocklehurst will be sorely missed by all at 
Thermcraft and we wish him all the best”! 
akron steel Treating in akron, Ohio is pretty 
pleased about their latest addition, a batch 
temper oven which we can see in this photo.

http://www.nitrex.com/
http://www.kgo-usa.com/
http://www.jlbeckerfurnace.com/
http://salazarindustrialtraining.com/
http://www.hightemp-furnaces.com/
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heat Treat Mart.
 We have never made a point of 
mentioning our competitors as we have 
never seen the need however there 
is one competitor we get a kick out of 
for pure nerve, Heat Treat Mart http://
www.heattreatmart.com/ The site first 
appeared about 3 years ago and has 
never really gone anywhere but how 
they bill themselves we really enjoy; 
“The first and the only portal dedicated 
to the Heat Treatment Industry”. Hello 
guys are you kidding? The Monty” has 
been around for almost 20 years and 
we weren’t the first website dedicated 
to the heat treat industry (Industrial 
Heating as an example preceded us) 
so this individual is about a quarter 
century behind the times. For some 
reason it appeals to our warped sense 
of humor. Here is another heat treater 
who is very pleased about adding 
equipment. In this case Flame Treating 
systems down in north Carolina 
shares this picture of their new 
tempering oven from Wisconsin Oven.

In the uK heat treater Wallwork sent 
us this press release. It hits a nerve 
as there is an ongoing issue in the 
us over emissions from chrome. The 
photo below shows their operation. 
“For decades hard chromium plating 
(HCP) has been the engineers’ 
choice for wear surfaces, tools and 
parts subject to harsh environments, 
but health and safety concerns and 
environmental constraints on the 
process demand an alternative. Heat 

treatment and hard coatings specialist 
the Wallwork Group strongly advocate 
nitron Ca – a form of chromium nitride 
(Crn) that is safer and produces a 
harder film with heat and chemical 
resistance that also offers an attractive 
bright silver finish.

nitron Ca is twice as hard as HCP and 
forms a good bond to the substrate. 
Deposited as an even layer it follows 
the contours of the part closely and 
maintains coverage on edges and 
corners. It shares many of the char-
acteristics of HCP: it is chemically 
unreactive and therefore stable and 
corrosion resistant, the surface is 
smooth and so highly lubricious, it is 
heat resistant and can be applied in 
high thicknesses. This makes it ideal 
for wear surfaces such as medical 
devices subject to frequent harsh 
cleaning and in engineering applica-
tions that could wear softer materials 
such as bearing surfaces and for 
tooling, including dies and punches.

nitron Ca is applied by physical vapour 
deposition (PVD) under vacuum 
conditions at low process temperature. 
Within an electrically charged 
environment, the donor material is 
placed in a small crucible inside the 
coating chamber and bombarded with 
an electron beam to create a vapour 
or micro fine particles. Components, 
placed on racks, are subject to a 
negative electrical charge and rotate 
through the vapour to attract the

microscopic droplets which are drawn 
to the surface to create an even film 
that can vary in thickness according to 
the application”.

Lucifer Furnaces delivered a dual-
chamber, high-temperature furnace 
to Compacting Tooling Inc. (CTI) of 
McKeesport, Pa. recently received 
from Lucifer Furnaces a dual chamber 
high temperature furnace which will be 
used to heat treat high-speed steel. 
Controls company ssI is holding in 
Turkey. “seminar to be held by ssI 
usa, ssI europe and sarvion at 
the Pendik shahil Green Park Hotel 
near Istanbul, Turkey covering CQI-9, 
naDCaP and aMs2750e on 20 
December from 10:00 to 17:00”.

It was back in October of this year that 
Donovan Heat Treating in Philadel-
phia were forced to close their doors. 
It appears that the equipment which 
consists mainly of several car bottom 
furnaces remain in place and no final 
decision about what will happen to 
them has been made. unfortunately 
the largest market for car bottom 
furnaces in the last decade has been 
the oil and gas industries and as we 
all know there is not much demand 
there these days. In the uK furnace 
builder/re-builder/rep firm Vacuum and 
atmosphere services made this rather 
unusual statement on their website 
http://www.vacat.co.uk/news/ “Contrary 
to recent industry rumors, the 
Management team at Vas would like 
to state firmly that we have not been 
sold or having sales discussions with 
any uK competitor or equity company. 
Vas are on a strong growth trend and 
have employed three more people 
to cope with current demands. It is 
expected additional service engineers 
will be added to our team early in ►

http://doughmanqualityservices.com/
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2017. We would like to thank all our 
customers and suppliers for their 
valued support this year and we look 
forward to enhancing our resources in 
the new year to offer a better service. 
From everyone at Vas we would like 
to wish you all a Merry Christmas and 
Happy new year!”december 19, 2016.

aerocraft heat Treating Co./
paramount, Ca. 
This is an ongoing story about how 
a large commercial heat treater in 
California, aerocraft is being partly 
blamed for high levels of hexavalent 
chromium in the atmosphere. From 
what we have been reading it is quite 
debatable about who is responsible 
for the emissions and it looks like 
aerocraft is doing everything they can 
to make sure that they have no harmful 
emissions. December 16, 2016.
“One of two metal processing firms air 
regulators blame for elevated levels 
of hexavalent chromium in Paramount 
has reached an agreement over how 
to curb its emissions. The south Coast 
air Quality Management District is 
still in negotiations with the other firm, 
according to an agency spokesman. 
aerocraft Heat Treating Co.has agreed 
to stop any operations involving 
chromium if the average of results 
from the three most recent air monitor 
samples shows hexavalent chromium 
emissions exceeding 1 nanogram 
per cubic meter. If the board signs off 
on the deal, aerocraft must also stop  
chromium operations in the first seven 
days that the agreement is in effect if 
any single air monitoring sample has 
a reading of more than 3.3 nanograms 
per cubic meter. The accord will be 
“extremely challenging to the company, 
but ultimately something that’s in the 
best interests of the community, of 
the company, of the air district,” said 
Tom Wood, an attorney representing 

aerocraft. “It is a responsible way for 
all of us to move forward.”

Mansfield Castings/Mansfield, Ohio.
We certainly don’t want to make light of 
what was obviously a devastating fire 
but we have to say this is the first time 
we have run across a fire starting in an 
office and then spreading to the heat 
treat department.  The heat treating 
department at Mansfield Castings 
offers solution and aging Processes. 
december 15, 2016.

“NEW WASHINGTON — Firefight-
ers from nine departments fought 
a fire at Mansfield Castings early 
Tuesday morning. Personnel from 
new Washington Fire Department, 
attica-Venice-reed Fire District, Bloom 
Township Fire Department, Bucyrus 
Fire Department, Chatfield Township 
Fire Department, Liberty Township 
Volunteer Fire Department, Lykins 
Township Volunteer Fire Department, 
Plymouth Volunteer Fire Department 
and Tiro-auburn Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to the fire at 
636 s. Center st.Chief Mark Heefner 
of new Washington Fire Department 
said the plant was shut down for the 
time being Tuesday due to the fire. 
He said he did not know what officials 
were going to do operationally. Heefner 
said the office area was engulfed, with 
flames coming from the windows and 
the roof, when the first crew arrived. 
He said he believed the fire started in 
the office area, which was destroyed. 

The fire burned into the finishing room 
and heat treat area.”

Thermal-Vac Technologies Inc./City 
steel Treating. 
so here is a story about the most 
recent acquisition in the north 
american commercial heat treating 
market. Back in 2003 sam Boyer 
who formerly was with Techni Braze 
in  santa Fe springs, California (now 
Bodycote) and subsequently with the 
Ipsen service Center again in santa 
Fe springs bought a small shop by the 
name of City steel Treating which at 
the time consisted of 2 buildings each 
of 1900 square feet and with a grand 
total of 5 employees. since that time 
the business has prospered largely 
due to sam’s experience and hard 
work.

Thermal-Vac Technologies is located 
in Orange, Ca and was started and 
is owned by steve Driscol a fellow 
who we have known for some time 
and who we have a very high opinion 
of, because of his honestly and good 
business sense. The company has this 
to say about what they do; “Thermal-
Vac Technology is southern Califor-
nia’s premier brazing, heat-treating, 
and finishing facility and has been 
helping customers for over 30 years”.
To cut a long story short just this week 
Thermal-Vac acquired City steel 
Treating and while we know very few 
details we do know that Sam will be► 
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staying on with the company for a 
number of years to come.
This is the second time Thermal-Vac 
has been in the news recently the 
other time was with this press release 
from just a few weeks back. “accurate 
steel Treating, accurate Ion Technolo-
gies, and Thermal-Vac Technology are 
pleased to announce the formation 
of a new strategic alliance known as 
accurate Thermal solutions. This 
powerhouse new company will provide 
customers with the premier single 
source solution for the full spectrum 
of heat treating and brazing services. 
“We are extremely excited to begin 
working with accurate steel Treating 
and accurate Ion Technologies,” said 
Thermal-Vac CeO steve Driscol. “Our 
alliance will allow us to service a larger 
section of our respective markets, 
providing our customers an even more 
extensive portfolio of brazing and heat 
treating solutions.” “I am confident 
that this is a great strategic move for 
both companies and their respective 
team members,” added accurate steel 
President and CeO ron Loynds. “This 
alliance creates a more secure job 
base for both companies, enhanced 
team member opportunities for growth, 
and potential to share best practices in 
our demanding industry.” 
december 14, 2016.

atlantic heat Treat/ajax, Canada.
For many years we have felt and 
publicly stated that the fastest growing 
process in heat treating is nitriding, 
mainly gas nitriding but to a smaller 
extent Ion (or plasma) nitriding. We 
don’t feel the need to explain to our 
audience of captive and commercial 
heat treaters the advantages and 
disadvantages of nitriding because the 
vast majority know the process better 
than we. With this preamble we will say 
that commercial heat treater atlantic 

Heat Treat in ajax, Ontario, Canada 
is another company who has chosen 
to add this process. just recently the 
company added a very impressive, 
large gas nitrider which they acquired 
from Bell Helicopter down in Texas. 
The unit is now in operation and 
producing parts. http://www.atlanti-
cheattreat.ca/  december 13, 2016.

sona Blw precision Forge. 
earlier this year auto parts supplier and 
captive heat treater sona in selma, 
nC very unexpectedly closed their 
doors. unexpectedly because as far 
as anybody knew this was a healthy, 
profitable company-obviously this was 
not the case. The story made our news 
section because of this and the fact 
that just a couple of years ago sona 
suffered a devastating fire in their 
heat treat department which resulted 
in damage of over $4 million USD 
which in turn made for an investment 
in the HT department in the millions. a 
reader asked what ever happened to 
the company. Well as it turns out it was 
supposed to close september 18 of 
this year but the money ran out sooner 
than expected and it actually closed 
august 19. We were told that all of the 
equipment including the new aFC-Hol-
croft batch IQ furnace would be sold 
as a lot and as far as we know this is 
still the case although we have heard 
nothing about a deal being reached. 
december 13, 2016.

Bodycote/westminster, Ca. 
Commercial heat treater Bodycote in 
Westminster, California (Los angeles 
area) is pretty close to getting this 
monster up and running-early january 
2017 is the target. What you are 
looking at is a very large furnace for 
processing aluminum. 
december 12, 2016.

pyradia. 
More than 40 years after creating 
and building-up Pyradia, co-founders 
Michel Hémond and Mario Bouthillier, 
respectively President and Vice-
President of the board, are proud to 
announce the following nominations. 
december 12, 2016
“Cumulating over 20 years of 
experience at Pyradia with 10 years 
as r&D and engineering Director, 
Mathieu Laguë becomes Managing 
director. With 12 years of experience 
working for Pyradia, Carl Martel, 
previously Web Converting Product 
Manager, takes responsibility for sales 
management. David ross, previously 
Industrial Ovens Technical Leader, 
has also been with Pyradia for over 
12 years and is promoted r&D and 
engineering manager. Geneviève 
Bousquet, administration manager 
et Claude Beauchemin, Production 
manager, already in place, complete 
the management team. Pyradia is 
a manufacturer of heat treating, 
web converting and dust collection 
industrial equipment.”

http://www.qual-fab.net/qualfab/serpentine-trays?monty
http://www.criomx.com/heat.html
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east Carolina heat Treat/new 
equipment. 
In raleigh, nC commercial heat treater 
east Carolina has grown to be a very 
respectable size, especially with the 
addition of their plant in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, Virginia Metal Treating, Inc., 
which was added to the company a 
couple of years back. These photos 
show the batch IQ line which is being 
installed in the raleigh plant as we 
speak, a new jL Becker line capable of 
4,000 pound loads. The pictures show 
some of the equipment arriving and 
some of it installed. The last time east 
Carolina was in the news was when 
they received nadcap accreditation for 
Heat Treating about three years back if 
we remember correctly. 
december 9, 2016.

Ipsen “u” Classes. 
“For those that want to learn about 
new thermal processing methods and 
industry innovations, Ipsen u classes 
have a long-standing tradition of 
teaching best practices and helping 
improve the performance and life 
span of your equipment. Ipsen will 

begin 2017 by hosting another series 
of Ipsen u classes, with courses 
available February 7-9, april 4-6, 
june 6-8, august 1-3 and October 
3-5. These three-day courses provide 
attendees with a broad overview of 
furnace equipment, processes and 
maintenance, as well as a hands-on 
approach to learning while receiving 
qualified tips directly from the experts.
regardless of where you fall on 
the expertise scale – maintenance, 
operator, engineer, project manager 
or plant manager – Ipsen u instructors 
will provide the necessary level of 
information in a casual, open-forum 
environment. With a newly remodeled 
classroom, Ipsen u features 
comfortable seating for up to 36 
attendees, as well as integrated 
technology with a large smartboard 
and two additional monitors for 
interactive presentations and dem-
onstrations. register today for an 
upcoming 2017 Ipsen u course 
at www.Ipsenusa.com/Ipsenu. 
december 9, 2016.

aerocraft heat Treating Company/
paramount, California. 
As part of our Monday Morning Briefing 
this week an article about an inves-
tigation into emissions of hexavalent 
chromium in Paramount, Ca was 
included as one of the companies 
mentioned was aerocraft Heat 
Treating. Things are not always what 
they appear to be and according to 
a number of local news sources the 

investigation is now looking at quite 
a number of companies in the area. 
(We would urge readers to scroll down 
to the original news item to see that 
the two companies originally involved 
including aerocraft are stressing that 
they are doing everything possible 
to ensure that they meet all required 
regulations). 
december 8, 2016.

“air regulators are widening their 
investigation from two to dozens 
of metal processing facilities in 
Paramount after the discovery of 
high levels of a carcinogen raised 
concerns that many of the businesses 
could be operating without permits. 
City officials estimate more than 80 
different metal processing businesses 
operate in the 4.8-square-mile working 
class community in southeast Los 
Angeles — yet officials counted only 
11 companies with permits on record. 
air regulators last week linked the 
elevated levels of chromium-6 to two 
companies, anaplex Corporation and 
aerocraft Heat Treating Company, both 
of which are permitted. Health officials 
ordered them to shut down by Friday 
or stop emitting the toxin”. 

XEOS/ Środa Śląska, Poland. 
XeOs is a joint venture of Ge aviation 
and Lufthansa Technik, and the 
company just announced that they will 
invest €250 mln to build a state-of-the-
art aircraft engine service centre in 
the Legnica special economic Zone 
in Środa Śląska, Poland. While this 
announcement does not especially 
excite us what does is that this new 
plant will undoubtedly include new 
vacuum furnaces, furnaces which will 
expand the rapidly growing captive and 
commercial heat treating market in this 
area all dedicated to the aerospace 
industry. It would appear that it is an ►
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objective of the Polish governement 
to actively promote the industry 
which goes back many years, we can 
remember Pratt & Whitney investing 
in the region probably 20 years ago 
now. as an example MB aerospace 
(formerly Vac aero) has two facilities 
in the region which we visited just last 
year, both of which you can see below 
(the top photo shows what tghe new 
facility will look like). There is no doubt 
in our minds that the Polish aerospace 
industry will continue to grow and with 
it their heat treating capacity either 
directly or indirectly. 
december 8, 2016.

grammer Vacuum Technologies/
Coeur d’alene, Idaho. 
In the us northwest the dominant 
heat treat manufacturers rep firm 
is Grammer Vacuum Technologies 

founded by Bob Grammer back in 
1992. With his son Benjamin recently 
joining him in the business GVT 
has been increasing the number of 
companies they rep. recently the 
company started repping for Cooley 
Wire, a supplier of baskets, Custom 
electric a leading supplier of electrical 
heating elements and americarb 
a supplier of carbon and graphite 
products for the heat treating industry. 
We have always has a very high 
opinion of GVT and have no doubt but 
that they will do an excellent job for 
their new principals. 
december 7, 2016.

Ipsen / geoffrey somary. 
This letter is from Geoffrey somary, 
Ipsen usa CeO and Ipsen Group 
COO. Ipsen is one of the largest 
furnace builders in north america, 
and Geoffrey has been with the 
company for over 10 years. He has 
these comments about the company. 
december 7, 2016. 

“In this industry, numbers are 
everywhere. even here at Ipsen, we 
like to measure how we’re doing based 
on number of shipments, orders, instal-
lations and happy customers. While 
we might find these numbers exciting 
and rewarding to see, we understand 
that they’re just more numbers to you. 
so this time, I thought I would focus on 
something that continually amazes me: 
the people at Ipsen who show up every 
day and push us to be the best we can 
be. What strikes me the most is the 
personalities that make up the Ipsen 
Team. every day I encounter such a 
diverse number of ideas and mindsets, 
all of which affect what we do and how 
we innovate in different ways. even the 
languages spoken by team members 
are too many to count; right outside 
my door each morning I hear english, 

Portuguese, French, russian, spanish, 
German and more.  

In our research and Development 
Center, you might find someone 
tinkering with the latest idea or new 
technology. They are always laser-
focused on seeing what new solutions 
can be applied to our industry in useful 
ways. even now they are working on a 
project that involves virtual reality and 
the applications it holds for the thermal 
processing industry – and not just a 
flashy visual experience, but adding 
real value for our customers. Then 
you turn the corner and you might 
encounter one of our sales or service 
team members rushing off to another 
country to help a customer with an 
installation or find the best solution for 
their processes and parts. We also 
have our PdMetrics® Team, which 
is devoted to making sure predictive 
maintenance software is integrated 
with heat-treating systems worldwide. 
From inception to implementation, 
their commitment to a single goal 
continually amazes me, and it is their 
commitment and hard work that allows 
our customers to reap the benefits 
of quality equipment and a strong 
return on investment. One year ago 
this product did not exist, and today, 
dozens are now operating on three 
continents – a great example of rapid 
innovation and the dedication of our 
team members. and yes, we do have 
multiple departments throughout the 
building with a single, primary purpose. 
But I think one of the things that makes 
what we do and the people I work 
with so unique is our ability to work 
together. This is especially true in the 
case of our continuous improvement 
groups, which are cross-functional 
teams comprised of members from 
various departments through the 
company. Focused on a specific ►
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product or initiative, they work together 
to develop fresh ideas on how to make 
sure we are best meeting customers’ 
needs. 

This sense of teamwork and 
community spirit also carries on to our 
work with our other global locations. 
With our One Ipsen initiative, we work 
together as a global team, delivering 
the same quality and performance 
to our customers around the world. 
Transparency is also key with a shared 
mindset. each and every employee 
contributes to our success, so we 
believe they should also be involved in 
and aware of how we, as a company, 
are doing. as such, every employee 
is fully aware of our goals for the year 
– even the financial ones – and kept 
up-to-date on our overall progress 
toward meeting these goals. 
and please do not think we are so 
focused on work that we don’t have 
any fun. no company is complete 
without embracing creative, out-of-the-
box thinking and ideas. This extends 
beyond just the creative freedom 
experienced by our Marketing Team; 
we encourage everyone at Ipsen to be 
a part of the conversation and to share 
their thoughts and ideas on how we 
can continue to push forward and be a 
thought leader for both our customers 
and our industry.
so that’s who we are. and that’s why 
Ipsen will continue to be a company I 
believe in – because the people are, 
quite simply put, remarkable.”

Marc walters, Mclaughlin services llC.
Furnace builder/rebuilder, McLaughlin 
services of avilla, Indiana is very 
pleased to announce that they have 
hired Mr. Marc Walters for the position 
of Vice President of Operations. jeff 
McLaughlin had this to say;
“McLaughlin services has been 
growing rapidly over the past few 
years and we needed an individual 
with a great deal of experience who 
could help us manage this growth. 
Marc fitted the part perfectly and we 
are very pleased that he has joined 
us. Marc has worked in the heat 
treating industry for many years with 
companies such as Metal Improvement 
and Bodycote.” december 6, 2016.

phoenixTM. 
“PhoenixTM have recently supplied 
a ‘Hot Box’ system that is capable of 
monitoring temperature through low 
pressure carburizing furnaces with 
integrated oil quench. The data logger, 
protected by a customized Ts12-200 
thermal barrier (Patent Pending), 
monitors part temperature via type K 
thermocouples and is able to follow 
the parts throughout the entire process 
including the vacuum carburizing cycle, 
the oil quench, and the subsequent 
wash cycle. The PTM1000 series 
data logger, which is at the heart of 
the system, maintains an accuracy of 
+/0.3°C and allows detailed thermal 
analysis of the actual temperature 
profile throughout the cycle which 
would be almost impossible to monitor 
by any other means. The ‘Hot Box’ 
system is used primarily for the instal-
lation of new furnaces supplied by the 
manufacturer, and ongoing research 
into new furnace design. To see a 
video of the oil quench system in action 
go to https://goo.gl/ewsCvm . Further 
technical information is available at  
http://www.phoenixtm.com/en/news/

industry-applications/#42” 
december 6, 2016.

Monday Morning Briefing. 
This past Friday we mentioned how  
Bill st. Thomas had accepted a 
position with furnace builder Lindberg/
MPH and promised you an official 
press release, well here it is. “We 
are pleased to announce Bill st. 
Thomas has rejoined Lindberg/MPH 
as Business Development Manager.  
Bill began his career in the heat treat 
industry with Lindberg and brings 
40 years of experience relative to 
custom designed heat treating furnace 
systems. Bill is based in the Detroit, 
MI area and will be supporting our 
customers, sales team and staff in 
north america. “We are excited to 
have Bill join the Lindberg/MPH orga-
nization in the capacity of Business 
Development Manager. We have 
experienced growth over the past 
couple of years, with his knowledge 
and experience he will be able to 
help us continue on our growth path. 
as Lindberg/MPH continues to grow, 
we are always looking to add good 
talent” – steve Kempowski, President. 
you can reach Bill at (bill.stthomas@
lindbergmph.com or on his mobile 
phone at (269) 252-6321. Perhaps 
you remember that last week we 
had a quick note about commercial 
heat treater syracuse Heat Treat in 
syracuse, ny and how the company is 
84 years old which begged the ►
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question-is this the oldest heat treat 
in North America? We now know 
that another heat treater in the area, 
rochester steel Treating is 86 years 
old so perhaps this is the record.
now this is a rather interesting 
development in the world of furnace 
building; “st.Marys, Pa. abbott 
Furnace Company, a leading manufac-
turer of continuous industrial furnaces 
and thermal processing equipment, 
is pleased to announce that it has 
acquired the intellectual property 
of Drever Furnace from The rose 
Corporation, located in reading, Pa.  
an excellent complement to abbott 
Furnace Company’s expertise and 
technology in continuous powder metal 
sintering furnaces, brazing furnaces, 
and heat treating equipment, the 
Drever designs will be integrated into 
abbott Furnace Company’s current 
product offering and manufactured in 
st.Marys. ed Gaffney CeO of abbott 
Furnace Company commented “We 
are very pleased with this acquisition 
and the value it brings to our company.  
We look forward to working with the 
current Drever customer base to bring 
them a full complement of products 
and the customer service for which 
abbott Furnace Company is so well 
known.”
In the uK well known heat treater 
Wallwork has this press release; 
“a new white paper discussing the 
application of vacuum brazing has 
been launched by metal thermal 
processing and hard coatings 
specialist, Wallwork Group. Taking 
additive manufacturing as its 
reference, it argues that vacuum 
brazing is a here-and-now additive 
process that is highly adaptable to 
meet current challenging technical 
requirements whilst being totally 
repeatable, scalable and commercially 
attractive. “Vacuum brazing is highly 

suited to the manufacture of complex 
components for aerospace, motorsport, 
medical, nuclear and other demanding 
fields,” asserts Peter Cookson, a 
vacuum brazing specialist at Wallwork 
and author of the paper. “With in-depth 
metallurgical expertise on hand we like 
to get involved at the earliest stages of 
design so that we can often optimise 
the component configuration, process 
and test procedures to meet multiple 
technical objectives.  using vacuum 
brazing we can frequently achieve time 
and cost savings compared to other 
fabrication methods,” he added. The 
white paper is available as a download 
from the Wallwork web at http://www.
wallworkht.co.uk/article/vac_braze_
white_paper/. The company has 
nadcap approved facilities for vacuum 
brazing at both Cambridge and 
Manchester and provides a nationwide 
collection and delivery service.
From California comes this item about 
Aerocraft Heat Treating Co. The first 
paragraph below came from the Los 
angeles Times, while the second was 
subsequent to this and mentions the 
steps the company is taking.
“December 2/2016. “In a rare interven-
tion, county health officials Thursday 
ordered two Paramount metal-pro-
cessing plants to stop emissions of 
hexavalent chromium or shut down 
operations contributing to high levels 
of the cancer-causing air pollutant. 
The Los angeles County Department 
of Public Health directed aerocraft 
Heat Treating Co. and anaplex Corp. 
to “immediately take all necessary 
actions to eliminate the current 
nuisance endangering the health of the 
public, which may include full or partial 
suspension of operations.” The orders 
come two days after the facilities in 
the city southeast of Los angeles 
were targeted with enforcement 
action by air quality regulators. The 

south Coast air Quality Management  
District filed Tuesday for an admin-
istrative order to force the facilities 
to halt their emissions or shut down, 
accusing them of exposing Paramount 
residents to high cancer risks. Taken 
together, the moves mark a significant 
escalation by agencies that have been 
criticized by residents for slow and 
weak action in addressing longstand-
ing health concerns over pollution from 
metal plants operating close to homes 
and schools”.
“December 3/2016. The two 
Paramount metal processing firms 
accused by the south Coast air Quality 
Management District of emitting high 
levels of the carcinogen hexavalent 
chromium said Friday they are 
taking steps to ensure their facilities 
and procedures are in compliance 
with environmental regulations. But 
one of the companies is disputing 
some of the AQMD’s findings tying 
it to the elevated emission levels. 
aerocraft Heat Treating Company 
and anaplex Corp. listed the steps 
they have taken and plan to take in 
letters to the Los angeles County 
Department of Public Health. The 
department issued a directive 
Thursday saying that, based on the 
aQMD’s analysis, the companies are 
violating the state health and safety 
code and endangering the health of the 
Paramount community.  The directive 
said the two firms must resolve the 
problem, even it means a partial or 
full shutdown of their operations. 
Public Health gave the companies 24 
hours to submit a list of actions they 
had already taken to stop elevated 
emissions of the pollutant, as well as 
steps they plan in the future”.
This press release relates to a 
company in singapore. “Codere 
want to inform readers of a recent 
successful pre-reception, which took► 

http://www.safe-cronite.us/
http://www.ecm-usa.com/
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place at our facility in switzerland with a 
leading local commercial heat treater Twinvac 
Industries Pte Ltd, singapore. Twinvac 
ordered at the beginning of the year the first 
fully automatic system 250 in singapore 
targeting a number of niche markets locally. 
you can see in the photo below Mr. Freddie 
Chua and Mrs. Poi Tiang ng along (Owners 
of Twinvac) with alain Humair (Project 
Manager Codere) and David Howard from 
the Codere sales department. The size of 
this installation is Ø900/ 1500 mm with gross 
weight capacity of 1.5 ton respecting aMs 
2750e Class 2 Instrumentation D.  Twinvac 
chose this line due to Codere’s flexibility with 
using two quenching mediums with only one 
high temperature furnace as well as their 
modular construction with rapid changing 
of temperature as well as atmosphere. Mr 
Chua mentions “Working in commercial 
heat treatment in singapore, we require low 
running costs, short lead-times, maximising 
loading capacity and most important high 
quality heat treatment, which Codere instal-
lation respect” Twinvac have a broad range 
of processes available for vacuum and 
protective atmosphere treatment. Further 
information can be found on www.twinvac.
com For more information on our product 
range can be found in www.codere.ch

It looks like worthington Industries in 
jefferson, Ohio is doing some business 
with seCO/WarWICK these days. “seCO/
WarWICK has completed the installation 
of two replacement jeT cooling chambers 
at Worthington Industries in jefferson, 
Ohio. To provide Worthington with the most 
cost-efficient system upgrade, the cooling 
chambers were supplied so that the existing 
components such as, rolls, bearings, gaskets, 
sprockets, chain, etc. were used from the old 
chambers. The contract included removal 
of the faulty cooling chambers, installa-

tion and start up of the updated system. 
according to jim Williams, Group Leader at 
Worthington Industries, ʺWe accomplished 
this project by partnering with the seCO/
WarWICK team.  It was a coordinated 
effort to established lead-times for all of the 
necessary components as well as offsite 
fabrication of the two (2) jet cooling sections. 
We then identified a two week window for 
the demolition of the ‘old’ cooling zones, and 
installation of the ‘new’ jet cooling zones. 
The project was completed with minimal 
issues; as we continued to operate our 
usual production schedule.”  The goal of 
this new design was to lower the product 
temperature while reducing the volume of 
water to achieve this result. Worthington now 
runs a continuous 10,000 pounds per hour 
of production through the system lowering 
the temperature utilizing a state of the art jet 
cooling system.

and to round things out commercial heat 
treater Tecnotrat in Mexico sent us this picture 
of their latest addition, a very nice looking 
Dow batch IQ furnace line. 
december 5, 2016.

http://www.cihayesfurnace.com/
http://ajaxtocco.com/home.asp?ID=2
http://www.aldvac.com/?utm=mc_2016_ald_monty_050616
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Bill st. Thomas/lindberg/Mph. 
If there is a captive or commercial heat treater in north america 
that doesn’t know Bill st. Thomas we would be surprised. Bill has 
been selling heat treating equipment in north america for well over 
30 years and we have a high opinion of the man bill.stthomas@
lindbergmph.com phone 269-252-6321. While we are waiting for 
an official press release we can tell you that he is now Business 
Development Manager based in Detroit, MI area for north 
american Markets for furnace builder Lindberg/MPH, a position 
which he just moved into in the past few weeks. In a changing 
industry some things always remain constant and Bill is a constant 
in that he will always be selling new furnace equipment in north 
america at least as long as we can forsee. december 2, 2016.

Mike schneider/Timken Bearings. When we think of heat 
treating at bearing company Timken Company we think of Mr. Mike 
schneider. For 38 1/2 years Mike has worked at Timken, one of 
the largest captive heat treaters in the world and after this length 
of time he is calling it quits. Mike’s official title is SrTechnologist- 
r&D Materials and he has been based out of the north Canton, 
Ohio plant. Over the years we have had a few dealings with Mike 
and always respected his knowledge and common sense when it 
cames to heat treating. The end of December marks his retirement 
date and the industry will certainly miss his experience. 
December 1, 2016. ■

http://www.wisfurnaces.com/
http://www.nutecbickley.com/
http://themonty.com/
http://www.wirco.com/index.php
http://bluewaterthermal.com/



